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CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 9 ae 


The 1973/74 period wis extremely busy for the Club, particularly its committee, 
and at times we were frantically involved in many directions and with meetings 
to one or two o'clock in the morning. Not, only did we have the concerns about 
the Whipstick with the I.D.0. and telegrams from Mr Wellstead and the threat 
of the Eucalyptus Refining Co. lobby, but the Salcmon's Gully (Boyd St..). 
conflict for preservation versts extension interests of the Quarry Hilt-Golf 
Club, and the Dai Gum San village. site versus Save Qur Bushland" proposals 
for the Jackass Flat Flora Reserve were at the fore on repeated occasions. _ 

If the local issues didn't keep us flat to the board there were plenty of © 
wider ranging issues at hand also - Lake Pedder, theCootong, Fraser Island, 
Save the Whale, Save the Kangaroo, Save Us. i sie 4 


Ev.Leamon had the formidable task of typing all these submissions and correspondence 
not to mention the regular chore of both sets of minutes (General, and .Committee) 
and newsletter (after the Bendigo Naturalist ended) for distribution to Club” 
members at meetings. I tried to have a year off (74/75). while Pat Ward took 

over as Secretary, and Shirley Mainstone burst on the scene to. save Jackass 

Flat, just to keep me busy in my retirment. iad a 


Rob Moors, Mal Hopkins and Bob Allen were the three consecutive Presidents, . 
from 1973 that had the task of carrying any decision making in those difficult 
times.:In fact I now recall it was Mal Hopkins who ‘wis in the hotspot the: 
night.of the I.D.0. public meeting (3/4/74) and as. President took the floor. 
bravely (if not with a little hint of nervousness) and explained. the sole — 

of the !Bendigo F.N.C, in terms of the Whipstick conservation. He: pointed out | 
that there were only about 9 blocks which were of utmost importance as far 

as we were concerned and that the basis. of our campaign was purely to have these 
purchased along with any secondary areas of lesser priority; as or if théy ~ 
became available on the market. He pointed out the 1.D.0. was not introduced, 

as a means for having land compulsorily acquired and that it could be handed 
onto descendants and used in the. same way as, present, if .so desired. 

He made.clear the broader ranging (blanket cover) -I.D.0, had been proposed as 

a land usage regulator in sympathy, with the needs of conservation of the, . 
Whipstick, . including the needs of the roca. Keel ypeug, evttens, cxplaining Ts 


' this was an established practice, not a change of land use," 


Surprisingly hig, explanation seemed to. be.neceived with.a sigh of relief from 
the landowners present, and I really think this cleared the air for them as’ 
they. previouslyhad misconeéptions about: thé Ciub's role withsthe:I.D.0ij and 
its application, ‘At any rate the B.F.NiG. camevout of: the méeting with: titi: 
not too many scars and probably with a certain amount of respect31We: faired: ' 
much better than, the boys from the Town.and Country Planning Board who were... 


slated. “a ‘es: ‘ : %, toRepee  ] : yg i Be sev ey yr : peyote ryees ye ye ns 
There, was one. person who remained irate about the events of the time and this 
was our old friend.Ted Hartland. The last thing we'had wished to, do was to _. 
upset locals and particularly Ted, but he took the whole 1.D.0. and land _' 
purchase proposals bitterly. When the editorial of the Bendigo Advertiser had 
on!gseveral occasions. supported the need for the 1,D.0, and conservation of '/ 
the Whipstick, but‘also highlighting the opposition (and describing::the::issue 
as a "Hot Potatoe"),Ted was down there: threatening *to punch'the Editor!s' ndse. 
The mature plants of Westringia crassifolia were pulled up or cut down along 
Phillip's Gully, but thank goodness there's plenty of young plants there today. 


CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 9 continued 


Red Box Hut, it was also rumoured had been demolished when the 1.D.0. was | 

announced and we had reason to believe clearing ¢conméneed immediately-on- "~ 
Allotment.1-of Whirrakee A. (Fortunately this wasn't a listed priority block, 

although. it wag partly anenclave inside the Forest Park/Crown Land..) 


There were’ “probably other abuses’ of land use following the introduction of 

the I.D.08 ‘(gach ‘as the grazing of Allotment 1 Whirrakee B), but it was 

perhaps as.much;in innocence in many cases, Nevertheless the Town and Country 
Planning Board, eventually found. it necessary to rap a few knuckles, and perhaps 
in some cases;went too far. It. was the broad concepts that were really relevant 
rather than whether a particular. tree should have been cut down. Later the 
control of the I.D.0. was handed over to the Loddon/Campaspe Planning Auth. 

and perhaps.a.more personal approach aided by local imput ensured a smoother 
operation of “the broader principa: of conservation originally envisaged. 


For our. parti he: Whipstick conservavion was to be geared more and more towards 

a thrust:for funding for land purchase. You may recall this: was the era of the 
Whitlam Goverrment and extremely large grants of money were available for 

land purchase, Additionally the State Government had announced huge committments 
for the Dandenongs, Macedon Ranges, Cape Schenk and Mornitgton. Peninsula. 

We tried to have a small slice of that cake saying that would-be sufficient 

in comparison to the costs of the above areas, to go a long: long way in the 
Whipstick, It seems we would always be thwarted by the demands of metropolitan 
Melbourne for its nearest, and most expensive playgrounds. in contrast to that 

of country Victoria north: of..the divide. This however contrasted with the 


.0.0.V. which had by Dec.4th, 1973. listed the Whipstick as, second priority for. 


“ithe whole state in its submission to the National Estate. The C.C.V. should. 4 


have carried enormous weight;as it was set up as the mouthpiece to the ' 
Government on behalf of all Victorian conservation groups. It seemed they +00 
could not budge a bit of interest and material action from the State Government. 


On a national level there was a bungling that was to further negate our plans. 
Canberra did allocate a substantial grant for the Whipstick, presumably as a 
result of the C.C.V./B.F.N.C. National Estate submission. This is the one 
piece of information I did not write down, so although my memory is vague and 
the actual name and figure is a broad guess, it is still worth mentioning 
(Graham Hill also remembers this incident.) As secretary I had a phone call 
from I think ‘the secretary-.of the Federal Conservation Dept. - David Yuenecken? 
It was to find out first hand. the plight of the Whipstick, i.e, in terms of . 
the need for funds for land purchase to achieve a single viable greenbelt, © 

and to say one million dollars? frem a total nine million dollars to the. ‘hation? 
had been allocated. You can imagine I was-over the moon,’ But nothing ever: 
eventuated and later I was to learn either from the C.C.V%, or more ‘Aikely 

Joe Florshaw (Federal Conservation oft igen): who shortly afterwards visited - 
the Whipstick, of ‘the ‘bungle, 


Yes, as a result of the National Estate aTigton the money had Pen allocated, 
but there were now two bins for supply of finance, -One was through.the. 

National Estate for and purchase to various- parks; ‘and in particular those close 
to high centres of population, and the- other a National Park bin, specifically 
for land purchase for addition to National Parks. The story I was’ told was 

that some public servant thought the Whipstick was a Nationel Park and the 
allocation was substituted and/or transferred across to that bin. It rove 

then only be used for that jeteHigele: oan we missed out again. zs 


4, Beis S INT a he ee Toa : hrc voe Ma RM aa 
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CONSERVATION HISTORY OF: THE‘WHIPSTICK ~PART 9 ‘continued = KO Bol 


through and: a year or two later a large section of the Red’ Box Hut block’ :\".» 
(11 of L Neilhorough) was finally purchased along with a.couple of the . ... 
Nerring blocks (formally Scott's) to the west (42B &.C of Neilborough). 


However ‘sadly,° the main catch’had-been missed, and. with ‘the establishment: of 
“that National Park land purchase bin, the National Estate grants for land: ::— 
‘purchase for. parks dwindled with greater emphasis on funds for’ preserving 
historic’ buildings. The Whitlam Government also ran amuck and‘ the’ vast: amounts 
of grant money. ceased, : ap Tether, Lr : 2 Yate am 
Finally over more. recent years we were able to achieve some significant 
Whipstick land purchases, and the Forestry Commission earlier made some 
‘substantial gains by means of land exchange..* These achievements will be the: 
subject of the next article, as at this. stage’ I wish to cap off the preliminary 
events leading up to those goals. > onicl Yani) aE v 


Interesting Mr Borthwick -in the Whipstick, seemed essential at this time when 
more.and more land was coming available on, the market, and yet. the Govermnent. 
let the. opportunities slip by. I feel Mr Borthwick's problem was partly that 
he had. the Dandenongs at his door (his electorate). ai Le ace ae 


As a result of our disappointment at the-lack of: Government response ‘to the ~ 
needs of thé Whipstick a’ special committee’ meeting of B.F.N.C. decided’ on © 
Oetober 24th’ (1973) that support would be ‘sought from the.C.C.V., WiV.F.N.C.A., 
and ViN.P.A.- Letters: weré also sent to: the Premier, the'Minister for Conservation 
and Minister for Forests'asking why the Government’ in view: ofall ‘the other’: 
_grand committments, could not be in’a position ‘to purchase! Whipstick lands’- 
‘that were ‘available there and then for reasonable prices by’ comparisons: «!. : 
Deputations were to be sought through the;,.local.M.F.'s, On January, 9th 1974 

Mal Hopkins, Reg Smart and myself, in the, Whipstick ear, headed, for Ringwood. 

to present a slide illustrated talk on the,,Whipstick and.enlist support for 

its. conservation from the Ringwood F.N.C, 3... 20 1). acs: a Fegeies 


' “ 


On January 26th ‘we had our first formal dépitation with: the:Minister for 
Conservation, Mr Borthwick, Member for Bendigo, Darryl McClure introduced us 
and Mal Hopkins as B.F.N.C. President was spokesperson. Graham.Hill, Rob Moors 
(Immediate Past President ) and myself as ‘Secretary were present. Pwo | 


Dr Downes, Director of Conservation. accompanied the Minister, and we were given 
a good hearing. I think they,were also.surprised and impressed at the youth | 
of the deputation, We were all in our late twenties to early thirties in them 
days, but it.was 14 years ago... . eee 4 . pe 


The Minister made it apparent the significance of the whipstick was fully .\! 
. recognized (our. deputation had caused him ,to. look over the .enormous dossier iu 
from 1957)..He added the L.C.C. had totally supported efforts for its. 


pa ed] eet 


. ‘preservation in the interim period. to their investigations, and that owing 


" to the ‘Premier's "personal interest", he would now, write back recommending ~ 


action be. taken re.land purchases. Dr. Dowmes and Mr. Borthwick intimated the 
Glub-could be expected to raise a; token amount .of money towards land purchases. 
This had been earlier mooted. by the. Victorian Gonséryation Trust and Mayor of 
Bendigo Cr.Alec Craig, had-indicated a willingness to. launch,a public campaign 
to raise funds. But this worried us, we were so heavily burdened with many, , 
issues in those years (Jackass Flat and Salomon's Gully to mention but two) 
and felt the bitter animosity by landowners to any form of Whipstick 
conservation at that time would only be. 


CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 9 continued 


It was our opinion land purchases had to be discreet and private and a public 
campaign would do anything but let sleeping dogs-lie. However; as-usual-nothing 
happened and the months rolled on. On July 2lst the Club received a letter 
from Rodger’ Riordan, Hon, Secretary of the F.N.C.V. offering: to organise a. re 
joint deputation to Mr Borthwick. The B.F.N.C. accepted the offer, Buggesting 
the C.C.V.: and V.N.P.A. be included on the deputation. 


On December 17th this deputation with all the "heavies" was held and in addition 
to those mentioned above, the Bird Observers Club of Victoria were also ” 
represented,: This must have been one of the most powerfully represented: 
deputations the Minister had ever received? Again the exercise was considered 
successful. and promises of material action received, - 


On May 8th the Club sent a letter to the Minister for Forests, the Hon, F.J. 
Granter requesting that the Forests Commission purchase freehold lands in ~ 
the Eaglehawk Forest Park section as they became available. Similar support 
in writing was sought from the Minister for Local Government (Mr Hunt), 

the Premier (Mr.Hamer), Town and Country Planning Board, the Victoria 
Conservation Trust and the Minister for Conservation (Mr. Borthwick), 

A deputation to Mr.Granter on May 23rd formally presented the matters raised, 
Additionally it was pointed out the lower 2/3rds of the Red Box Hut block had 
been applied for permit for subdivision so that it could be sold (most in 
fact was later. purchased by National Estate). 


On. September 24th 1975 the Premier announced that $20,000. had been made 
available to the Forests Commission to improve dams and water. supply in the 
 Whipstick, This was received with mixed feelings within the Club. Whilst it-was 
necessary td improve fire fighting facilities in the area, the stated benefits 
to wildlife were an introduced benefit, as historically and by nature, the 
Whipstick was a dry area in summer, and endemic fauna like-wise in balance 
with that factor. Many of us felt the money would have been better used for : 
Jand purchase, and the grant was a platform for the Government to say uhey % 
were actively involved in the Whipstick conservation. 


Finally our chance came to woo the Minister for Conservation (Mr. Borthwick)’ 
and seek material action on the land offered for sale. 1975 was the Bendigo | 
Field Naturalist Club's 30th Anniversary year. It had been planned twelve 
months ahead to hold a magnificent nature show in MacGillivray Hall, invite 
the Minister to open it (an offer he could barely refuse given the occasion), 
and then whisk him out to the Whipstick for lunch, a tour, and some high 
pressure salesmanship. 


The nature show of September 3rd 1975 was in fact magnificent, and the 
organisation.and co-ordination of displays, including some impressive ones 
from the Government departments, the brain-child of Eric Wilkinson. 
_Mr.Borthwick was visibly impressed and just to make sure, we presented him 
with a double-wax plant during the opening ceremony, to his surprise and 
pleasure (He was a keen native plant man). After the inspection of the nature 
show, Mr.Borthwick and entourage were taken to Ruedin's Eucalyptus Factory 
site for a barbeque lunch with wine supplied (we krew he liked his drop). 

It was a bleak.cold windy day, and the Minister noticeably shivering. 

However the meal expertly catered by Pat and Mary Ward and Lorna and Leon 
Ruedin warmed the cockles of his heart. We had timed the nature show to 
co-incide with the peak of the flowering of Whirrakee Wattle, tut, alas, it 
had. been a drought year previously, and little was out. Nevertheless there 
were plenty of other flowers and the old mallee fowl Deen and suc DeLee works 
an additional drawcard,. Cre tenes 


6. an con. So eee 
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The iinigter Was: Saereneed and following this day, there were at EE | some 
finances ‘in: ‘the pipe-Line and some land purchases later achieved, 


On May 13th 1976 Bob Allen and myself. again in the Whipstick car, eral 
__ to Melbourne to give a talk to the Botany group of the F.N,C.V. (The car 
~ -vapourised in Elizabeth St. and we were nearly late. arriving at the Domain ). 


My story nearly ends. here, because that year I retired as Secretary and took 
a back seat position from then. on, All the wheels were now in motion and the 
newly formed Forest Park Advisory Committee were to take the reins to maintain 
the conservation program. On April 24th 1974 Jack Kellam and Graham Hill 
were nominated to represent the Club on the Whipstick Forest Park Advisory 
Committee of Management. Our old friend Ken Read also independently joined 
that Committee, and of course Bill Flentje and Frank Halleron of the Forests 
Commission were at the helm, The Forest Park under their guidance prospered, 
and the picnic facilities, road signs and map were but several: of numerous 
achievements by this committee, including the extension of vhe land purchase 
program, . 


The Club. about this time was runner up in the State Reis the Victorian. Conservation 
Award,for which we would have received a Neil Douglass painting. This was held 

for several years and Bob Allen and myself had the pleasure of representing . 

the Club on these occasions at the Melbourne Room, Treasury House, ‘and - : 
enjoyed the privilege: of this occasion and socialising with other representatives 
of. conservation groups, such as the MacFarlane's from NELSON Bc N, 3800, and- 

of course; Mr ‘Borthwick and Mr Hamer. 


Whoops; nearly forgot ~ we had one final deputation to Mr Hamer re. the. Jana: 
purchases. We were curtly (almost rudely) received, and he had just had a 
gruelling session with Melbourne City Council (which a few days later. was 
sacked), The Premier challenged us to name any areas that had become available 
which. had not been purchased. Of course there were several we could name. 

He was not happy and cracked the whip at Darryl McClure telling him to take 
the matter to the relevant Ministers and have something done about it. 

And that was that. 
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CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF VICTORIA, 285 Little Lonsdale St., Melbourne .3000 


The Conservation Council of Victoria (CCV) is an umbrella organisation, with 

130 affiliated groups throughout Victoria. Over the’ last year the CCV reports 
that''its main success has been in improving their relationship with the Government 
administration. This has been in such areas as the revision of the Environment 
Effects Act, the industrial waste strategy, land conservation in the Mallee, 
forestry management in East Gippsland, and national parks in the Victorian Alps. 
The CCV has also had a number of special projects broadening out this range of 
issues to such areas as energy, urban environment, economic structure, and ©" 
recycling, The CCV's newspaper Environment Victoria provides a Jenin 1 ARO? sane 
discussion he conservation issues. 


(taf Srmation taken from the Ministry for. SEEDS and Eaviroment's booklet 


‘The Resourceful Community. ) 
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AUTUMN FLOWERING TERRESTRIALS : 
by Tom Patullo, 


Following on my article on Summer Flowering Orchids in last months "Whirrakee", 
there are four ZSVESEES flowering Goes indigenous to our area, well worth ans 
mention. mae 


The first one to, appear in this dry autumn is the one featured on our cover, 
namely, Prassophyllum nigricans, commonly called "The Midge Orchid", 

Although this orchid can grow up to twelve inches high, the clump. of. tiny .. 
flowers which grow to the top of the thin stem, as pictured on our cover 

would occupy apprcximately one inch. The individual flowers are very small, 
needing a hand lens to study the detail, When viewed under magnification it 

is seen that the pre-dominant colour is green, with some brown segments, 

the labellum,;being rounded at the end, is a deep maroon colour. The basal leaf 
is absent at flowering time. Just below the florescence is a tightly enclosing 
bract with a short free tip. 


This orchid has been found at a number of sites around our area, and is See 
its diminutive size, and the fact that its colouring makes it very aifrindt. 
to locate. It flowers from January to April and is dependant on tate: ‘Summer * 
and Autumn rainfall, : 


The next Autumn Orchid to appear cranial probably be Eriochilus cucullatus, thes 
Parsons Bands. The little orchid with two prominent lateral sepals that stand 
out from the flower, somewhat resembling the two white appendages on a Parson's 
neckwear, Being quite white they attract attention, making the flower easily 
apparent among the surrounding vegetation. Growing some six inches high,‘ this 
quaint little orchid has no basal leaf at first, but by flowering time, a tiny 
point emerges, enfolding the stem and later growing to quite a large, pointed, 
elongated heart-shaped leaf. Carrying one or two flowers, this orchid is Wes cbes 
widespread, in our area, and its numbers depend on good late Summer and Autumn 
rains. 


Prerostylis parviflora. In the lingo of the Botanist the "parvi" means saci, 
as in the name Myoporum parvifolium which means Small Leafed Boobialla, so does 
Pterostylis parviflora mean Small Flowered Greenhood, and so in fact this 
orchid is indeed ovr smallest flowered Greanhood. It carries up to five flowers 
(one specimen found last year at German Gully, by Jack Kellam and Graham Hill, 
carried nine flowers) which have the unusual feature that they all-turn 
inwards to face the stem, Although it grows Tae EAS throughout our area, 

it cannot be called common, 


And so from the smallest to the largest, we come to Pterostylis revolute; the — 
Autumn Greenhood, This lovely Greenhood could easily be termed, the Queen  ~ 

of; the, Bendigo. Greenhoods, An orchid which is very sensitive to seasonal influences 
it is definately colony-forming in habit. I have seen basal leaves carpet the 
ground in patches twenty feet across. At times when conditions are right. there 
can be many flowering plants, while at othertimes, very few. The non-flowering 
plants make a rosette on the ground, while the flowering plants are leafless, | 
except for several small leaf bracts which occur: along the flower stem. The. 
lateral petals and the dorsal sepal are fused to form a beautiful, symetrical, 
long, curving hood, The lateral sepals are erect, with long, extended lobes 

which rise, either sidé of, and up to two inches above the hood. The colouring 

is bright green stripes over transparent pale green or white, with a tinge of 
pale brown, The labellam is curved, brown and easily visible, and very irritable. 
Distribution in our area is very edesenead and plentiful, dependant on SETA 
conditions, 


THE WHITE CYPRESS-PINE IN THE WELLSFORD FOREST 
. by Don Franklin 


So fae as I- hesowss it was Tom Read who first Naa native eypress-pines in the 
Wellsford Forest, and Jack Kellam who identified them as the Slender Cypress~ 
pine Callitris preissii (see 'Cypress-pines in the Wellsford Forest! by Jack 
Kellam, in Whirrakee 5:7 (1984)). I recall that at the time Jack showed me _ 
some cones: collected, from those trees, and I eee one thére could be. ROMs. 
doubt about. their.. Adentity. : tess i 


a reasonable yanteey of birds, including a “female or’ (imine ne Hooded Robin’ * 
As T headed up a slight rise past some Totem-poles Melaleuéa | décussata thickéts, 
a Gilberts Whistler called from this cover; whilst its co ‘coipaniion hopped around 
in a eucalypt above. Tree Martins swooped low between the scattered trees. ~ 


Reaching the top of the rise I was ‘surprised’ to find myself: in thé midst of a 
rather well-hidden stand of ¢cypress-pines. They were not near ‘a track, ‘and the 
abundance of Cherry Ballarts and Totem-poles served to camouflage and/or hide- 
all but the tallest trees. There was one 'full-grow' tree, ‘several others 
nearly as large, and I estimated about a hundred or so varying’ from seedling: 
size upto 5 or 6 metres, With hardly a second thought I identified them.as the 
White Cypress-piné (Murray Pine ) Callitris columellaris by ‘the: presence of two: 
colour phases of foliage (light green and biue-gréeh) and the.lack of large : 
numbers. of. persistent. cones on ‘the larger. trees, Pee See * 


Recalling Jackts ‘record of cypress-pines in ‘the Wellsford, T ralibaetuenty 
mentioned: this discovery to Jack, noting that this’ made two Spécies of eypress- 
pine recorded’ for the Forest. We compared notés’'on locality, and it was then. - 
that I became’a’ little alarmed. It seemed ‘that; ‘although Jack had approached :' 
"his ‘stand' froma different road, that they were one and the same stand, ae 
of us must have made a careless identification, and I knew it wasn't eg 
having seen the cones he brought back! 


IT arranged with Jack to visit 'his stand’; and on 31/1/88: we headed sane Jack. 
directed me down an overgrown track, and ‘Sure enough, -It seemed to be heading 
directly towards 'my stand'. Eventually our vehicular progress was stopped by 
2 metre high growth of Totem-poles on the ‘track. Adn at that’ point there. were 
Jack's Stender Cypress-pines: I breathed: ‘Ss ‘sigh’ ‘of RELA = AGS was not ey ‘ 
stand! , 


fn hour later we reached 'my stand' from a different Shek, ‘aid cones Gy! 
identification.as well.:The two stands are pee only) ge metres EEE as ‘the 
_ crow (raven? ) flies; a kilometre at most. se a 


The only debatable ‘point: lay in. the identity of. one. particular. tree, in ‘iy ‘stand', 
It displayed some signs. (persistance of the cones .on..the tree, ‘wartyness on the 
cone.scales) that half-suggested Slender rather, , than White. Cypress-pine. We . 
considered that this tree. could have been a hybiid, as the two species are . 
known to hybridize in North-west Victoria, On. further a NOR. however, I 
think this. exptanatjon is unlikely,. 


Both stands are to ‘be found “intermingled with Yellow eum Coenlypile Meee 
‘and some Grey Box E, -microcarpa . The Slender Cypress-pines iaré on a lower slope 
in an area with a ‘low open understorey. The White Cypress-pine site is on top 


; of a iow rise and -has a dense understorey with thickets of Totem—poles, “an. 


“abundance of Cherry Ballart Exocarpus cuppréesiformis as.well as‘other shrubs. 
The vegetation is typical of much of the Weilsford and parts of the Whipstick. 


THE WHITE CYPRESS-PINE IN THE WELLSFORD FOREST 


How did these stands get there? 


Did a bird carry the seeds? 


9 . i 


continued 


Or are they 


remnants of once more extensive stands that might have occurred in the Tg! 
Iee Age, when our climate was drier and more like that of ‘the: Sapte 
areas where the two species occur in greatest abundance? 


Identification 


Growth habit 


Foliage 


Cones” 


White Cypress-pine 
Callitris preissii 


A tail, usually slender 
tree with a relatively 
thin trunk and few or no 
major branches, 


In two colour forms, | 
often found together - 
blue-green and green, 


Up to 2,5 em across, 
tending to be smooth 

on the outside; solitary, 
on stalks less than 3 mm 
diameter. Because af the 
thin cone stalk, the 
cones are not held for 
long on the tree. 


Slender Cypress-pine 
Callitris columellaris — 
Rather more spreading+ and’ ~ 
heavily branched, often ~" 
developing a thick trunk. ; 


Darker green, 


From 2.5 ecm to 4 em across)! (8! 
wrinkled or warty on the 


- outside, solitary or 


(commonly) in clusters on 

a stalk more than 3 mm in’ 
diameter (often much more). 
Cones ere often retaindd on 
the tree for years, 
accumulating to give a’ 
decidedly woody appearance. © 


+ the name 'Slender' Cypress-pine is rather misleading. 


Leon Costermans illustrated the typical fruits well in his 'Native Trees 
and Shrubs of South-eastern Australia!, on page 142. Trees should: never be 
identified on a single characteristic alone. If after considering a range of 
characters you are still in doubt, it may pay to head the advice of Robyn~~ 
Adams, an expert on cypress-pines in Victoria, who has advised me that the 
best characteristic is | EROESY the thickness of the cone SEM, 


XXX * KF 


SPECIAL MEETING OF W.V.F.N.C. ASSOCIATION. AT MARYBOROUGH 


Thursday 24th April at 7.30 p 


p.m. at the Maryborough Field Naturalists Club Rooms. 


To discuss ammendments to the Mining HEU ee to draft a policy, and a 


possible submission. 


‘rc 
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KOALA | Briere ts Caen om gripes = 
Sah oe "by WiNsHolsworth, 


For three days, 22- 2h rena I attended thé Third Symposium.on' “be Biology 
of the Koala, held at the University of Melbourne and sponsored ‘by the World® 
Koala Research Corporation Pty Ltd (which is funded largely by Ariadne Ltd). 
Almost 50 papers were presented on the reproduction, behaviour, populations 
ecology, nutrition, digestion, growth, disease, management in captivity, 
conservation and the future of koalas in Australia, I cannot summarize the 
sumposium on.one.or two pages, but I will rélate’a a few interesting facts about 
the Koal's digestion, reproduction, and diseases, A more complete discussion 
of Koala Pi CTOEyA wilh be RS subject of a “Mammal Group Meeting (Date to be 
announced ). 


Food Habits and Digestion 


Koala's eat the leaves of many species of incdlratien S, put ney will also eat 
significant amounts of other plants, for example, Acacia, Melaleuca and ~~ 
Leptospermum, They have even been found to feed significantly on Monterey pine. 
In the Brisbane Ranges (Vic. ) they cat all the tree species present, but most 
individuals prefer manna gum. A few male Koalas prefer Red Stringybark. 
Although Eucalyptus leaves are abundant, they are nutritionally poor, and 
contain several toxic chemicals, The amount of eucalyptus oil in the leaves 
seems to play little part in food selection. Other chemicals, such as those 
contained in the surface wax, may be more important. Because the Koala uses 
bacteria in'the Lower’ portion of its gut to divest the tough leaf, and the oil 
is toxic» to the bacteria, the oil must ‘be detoxified before it reaches the 
intestine. The oils’ are probably absorbed into: the bloodstream in the stomach 
and are chemically treated in the liver to render them non-toxic. They are then 
mostly exereted by the lungs and skin. 

The information from food habit studies and understanding of the Koala's 
digestive system are being put to practical use to develop an artificial food 
for use in zoos. Cbtaining fresh food for Koalas is a'major problem and. cost 
for zoos. A Koala Biscuit has been developed that can replace 70 to 80% of the 
natural food. Unfortunately the Koala’ has to be hand fed for it: will not pick 
up the food from: a dish, Someone needs to design a robotic Koala feeder, 


Reproduction, MY o-ees ; + 
The mating season begins in September with an increased bellowing and secnhian 
from the male Koala. The females are seasonally polyoestrus. ‘That is, starting 
in September they will come on heat (oestrous) about every 35 days until they 
are pregnant. Most females wili uot show signs of oestrous until they have 
weaned their young. Thus, births, which follow copulation by about 36 days, 
may occur any time between October and April in southern Victoria. 


Unlike many marsupials, if the Koala Zemale loses the pouch young. she does not 
come into heat until the following--year. Adso; untike many: kangaroos: and: -. : 
“possuiis, the Kodils does not have“ah oestrous shortly after the birth of i) 
young and store the resulting fertilized egg for several months. | 


Usually only a single young is born, but twins do occur, and there are te) 
teats to accommodate them. When born the young is about 2 em long and weighs 
half a gram, It has well developed clawed forelimbs for crawling into the pouch, 
but the remainder of its body is undeveloped. 


11. 
KOALA BIOLOGY continued. 


The pouch young remains attached to the teat for about 13 weeks. At 22 weeks 
it puts its head out of the pouch and starts to change its diet from pure 
milk to a combination of milk from the teat and 'pap'. The pap is a watery 
excreta from the mother's intestine, quite unlike the firm, well formed fecal 
pellets. The pap is a rich source of easily digested bacterial protein, but it 
also contains the variety of bacteria that the young Koala will need. to have 
in its lower gut ‘to digest the tough eucalyptus leaves. © 


At 24 weeks the young Koala may leave the pouch for short periods. It also 
gets its first teeth at th t time but does not start to chew leaves until 
about: 31 weeks old when it weighs 500 grams. By that stage it spends 1 most: 


“of its time out of the pouch clinging to its mother. 


The cub. remains close to the mother until it is about one year old. At. that ide 
time the mother, if she is pregnant again, will pEREP the young cub from baVADE 
close. contact, 


"Disease 


Koalas were plentiful in pastern Australia until uncontrolled icilling of them 
for their fur almost caused their extinction. Strict controls. were instituted. 
in the late 1920's. For many years after that translocation of animals from. 
Phillip Island to other parts of Victoria: was about the only management 
activity undertaken in Victoria. 

_It had been known for many years that Koalas suffer from two major disease 
problems: 'pink eye' and 'dirty tail’. The pink eye may result in blindness 
and the dirty tail may result in sterility of the female. Recently some 
scientists expressed the fear that the disease would wipe out the Koala, 
More complete studies now indicate that the disease has been around for a VEEN) 
long time and is not a major threat to Koala populations. 


In 1981 the organism, a bacteria called Chlamydia psittaci was identified as 
the cause of both of these diseases. It is a very common bacteria in wild 
birds, and it often causes the death of young caged birds. A closely related 
organism Chlamydia trachomatis infects humans. It causes the eye desease, 
trachoma, and the sexually transmitted disease commonly referred to as PID’ 
or pelvic inflammatory disease. 


Koalas on Phillip Island are infected as are most Victorian Pooaeones Infected 
populations have a low reproductive rate and ‘only 50% of the femals have eRe 
However, by “good” fortune, the Westernport populations on French Island and: 
Sandy Point, and the Kangaroo Island populations have no Chlamydia. ‘The -: 
female reproductive rate of these populations can be as high as 95%. 
However,” it is often much lower because other factors, such as food ahortegé’: 
may keep the ‘breeding rate low. In zoos, Chlamydia could be treated with of 
penicillin but for the problem that the penicillin also kills the bacteria the 
Koala tieeds for the digestion of its food. The World Koala Research Corporation 
‘is sponsoring research to investigate Chlamydia disease and provide better 
methods of treating it, 


A New Book 


A new book: THE KOALA, a Natural History, by A.Lee and R.Martin was launched 

at the symposium. It is published by the New South Wales University Press, 

in paperback, and sells for about $9.00. The book can be read by an interested 
lay person, It contains an excellent review of all the latest research. 

I recommend it to all naturalists interested in having the only review available 
on the biology of the Koala. 


; THE RIGHT TIME: 
. Sora by Panera Ey Salter. 


Pacehlencaiyp, oie in + tiie bush, one comes upon a particularly iter neninee 
and/or unusual happening. Having experienced several of these in recent times, 
I wonder just how many may be missed because a human-observer is not. there to 
note them. Here are a few observations which stand out in my memory. 


March 19th, 1986. Where the rough gravel Kurting and: Ola Inglewood Roads 

meet, we call the piece of land in between, the "V-Piece"; This place has 
always been good for birds,. the mixture of forest, mallee and paddocks providing 
a varied habitat. At this time, many birds were feeding on the eucalyptus 

and mistletoe blossom and on the insects attracted thereto, but water was 

not available, I provided three containers, and went thére every day or two 

to fill them. When you see birds such as Black, White-fronted, Tawny-crowned, 
Spiny-cheeked, Spinebill, Purple-gaped, and many other nOpeeeatene: Red-capped, 
Hooded and Yellow Robins; White-throated and Brown Treecreepers; Rainbowbirds; 
White-winged Trillers; Rufous,’ Golden ‘and Gilbert Whistlers; Crested Bellbird; 
Crested Shrike-tit; Dusky and White-browed Wood=swallows =a totat of 57> — 
species were recorded coming to the water - helping them is no trouble, it is 
sheer pleasure. I was busy from March to early ° May. However, the extraordinary 
happening occurred on March 19th. At midday, when I sat doym to lunch, I 
observed about 500 Fork-tailed Swifts circling fairly high, beneath the clouds, 
A while later, I heard an unusual sound = many guttural voices calling 
together, quite loudly, and then a compact flock’ of” about 100 Fork-tails 

swept over my head, just clearing the treetops; a few minutes later, I heard 
the voices again, and another flock raced past, very” low, so that I hardly had 
time to get the binoculars on them. From thé ‘amount of sound, every bird in 
both flocks mist have been calling, I had not heard the voices of Fork-tails . 
before, and this species is not ‘common in the Inglewood district, so I was 
fortunate indeed to have decided to lunch in that exact spot where the birds 
flew so low, directly over my thead:.... That evening, between 1835 and 1930 
hours, a very large flock - possibly up to a thousand Fork-tails - was observed 
over home, feeding high and low, but since then the birds have been seen only 
a couple of times, in small numbers. 


_ On November 5th, 1986, a hot,, strong northerly: ile cent out to the southern 
edge of the Kingower forest,: thinking there might be some shelter from the 
wind, and some birds blown in. As soon as I arrived,.I. heard the sound of many 
voices of White-browed Wood-swallows; the birds were gathered in an area of 
Ironbark, Yellow Gum and Grey Box trees, with scattered shrubbery of mainly 
acacias, cassinia and dodonea, occupying roughly 500 metres along the road 
and 200 metres into the bushy I estimated at least 200 White-brows, and a 

-dozen Masked. As well, there was a splendid flock of. White-winged Trillers, 
more than 100, with an apparent preponderance of males. The wind kept the birds 
low, but they flitted around seeking food in the shrubbery.and on the ground; 
every bird seemed to be calling and the noise was audible for quite a distance .. 
I had been there one week previously and had found none of these birds, thus 
they must have blown in , as a flock, on that day's strong northerly. In 
particular, I had never seen IERERS such 2 large and close-packed flock: of 
Trillers, 


13. Li 


THE RIGHT TIX continued: 


When I etnae next ane eee a cool change, there were noticeably See oe 
all species, but some Wood-swallows.were copulating and carrying twigs, and 
Trillers were doing their territorial song-flights. And on a visit. two days ~ 
later, -I could find only a dozen Trillers, anda few pairs of White-browed 
Wood-swallows attending nests, the TA [eta of. the birds had departed. 

That season; Trillers were scattered through the local bush, perhaps only 

20. or so pairs; and Wood-swallows were moving around .in small flocks, very 

few settling to nest, except in the Kingower area where.a. small number raised a 
young successfully ..... The large gathering, which I had encountered - on. just | 
that one day; must have broken up, and spread out over quite a. considerable i 
area of Central. Victoria, or even further. hts 


December 21st, 1987. I was driving along the Calder Highway, on et soubhienst’ 
edge of Inglewood, when I observed a Kookaburra sitting on the white line in: 
the centre of: the road, dealing with "something". When I was very close, the = 
Kookaburra took wing, releasing a.Fuscous. Honeyeater which flew into a 
roadside eucalypt. Had I not come along.at that moment , the Fuscous would have 


been injured or killed, and carried off to make a meal for the Kooka. In the 


2 oe 


past few years, Kookaburras have increased in mumber in the Mallee, - which is. 


not really their habitat, and small birds give the ALARM call for them just 
as loudly as for any predatory hawk. cones 


iL, 


q 


XXX HHH KKK 


‘COMMITTEE REPORT 16th MARCH 1988 


New members are: Mrs D.Houlden of Goornong, Mr. and Mrs.J.McErlain of Bendigo, 


‘Mr, and Mrs Harrison and family of Kennington, and Mr and Mrs ay and: 


family of Strathfieldsaye. 


A submission objecting to. aspects of Western Mining Corporation’ s Environment 


Effects Statement has been lodged with the Ministry for Planning and Envionment 
. We have been informed’ that Ministry of Conservation, Forests, and Lands 


intend to seek World Heritage listing for East Gippsland Parks. 


_ We received a copy of aletter from the Bird Observer's Club to the Ministry 
“of Industry, Technology and, Resources expressing grave concern at loss - 


of habitat to nesting birds with removal of tailings at Tarnagulla. 


Western Mining Corporation's Environment Effects Statement is Seu 
from the Club library. «5°: .. - ce yee 


_A proposal for a Natural History Tecate Centre has been forwarded 


to. the Whipstici Parks Advisory Committee, - 


Next meeting to be held at D.McDonald's, Lot 21 Guys Hill Road, 
SEEM NEMA ESE on 20th April at 8.00 Pe Mm. 


14. zt 
MUSK LORIKEET - GLOSSOPSITTA CONCINNA 
BIRD OBSERVER !S GROUP - pe oe THE NIGHT DISCUSSION JULY 1987 


APPEARANCE? 20 to 23 cm in ae Most of its plutiage is pright sired}. 
iridescent green in colour. There is-a red patch aéross the forehead and behind 
each eye, A yellow pateh oc¢turs on‘each' side of ‘the body’ below the top of. the 
wing. The: under-wing is brown except towazis the leading edgé, which is green. 
Pale blue patch'on top’ of: the head. The bill is réddish brown,: Lorikeet: tails 
are very short, The sexes are’ Similar. The Musk Lorikeet is distinguished from. 
the Purple-crowned: Lorikeet which has dark blue-purple on the crown, ‘orange 
pateh. behind’ the eyes, no yellow patch on the sides,’ and. red instead of green . 
under: the forward part. of the wings. The bill is dark, The Little Lorikeet 
differs, being 15 em to 16,5 cm, has no red patch behind the eyes; but has a“ 
red patch on the throat. The, bill is brownish. 


CALLS: Musk ’Lorikeets chatter constantly while feeding, some of the chatter is 
high high pitched, other parts are more musical. The calls are distinguishable from 
Purple~crowned Lorikeets,. whose chatter consists of .a continual husky chatter 

on one’ tone. The calls of the Little Lorikeet consist of sharp, shrill notes; 
usually given in flight but sometimes also when feeding..The three species 

often feed together, but the calls can be separately. distinguished with experience. 


HABITAT: The birds feed among the blossoms and foliage of trees and shrubs, 
they are seldom, if ever seen on the ground. Flowering eucalypts appear to - © 
supply the bulk of Lorikeets needs, but sometimes they attack ripening fruit 
and cause damage. Musk Lorikeets in large flocks are common in the Bendigo area, 
but are often found in the company of mzch smaller numbers of Purple-crowned 
and Little Lorikeets, 


FOOD: Lorikeets feed on pollen and nectar of flowering eucalypts, and other 
trees and shrubs, also on the blossoms themselves, berries, seeds and EES 
and also on insects found among the flowers and foliage. © 


Ne he Ne em Ae eee 


BREEDING: In the Bendigo area, breeding usually occurs etna) eententen 
and January. They nest in a small hollow of a tree trunk, or a branch, usually 
high above the ground, Usually two white rounded eggs are laid, incubation, 
takes about 20 days, fledging takes about 4 weeks, and the young can fend for 
themselves about 3 weeks after leaving the nest. Preparation of the nest is 


“. apparently carried out by male and female birds, to provide a layer of décayed 


wood on.which to.lay the.eggs,. While the eggs are being incubated, and during 
the early part of brooding, it is probably (as with Purple-crowned Lorikeets), 
that both male and female roost in the nest hollow at night. 


GENERAL: On several occasions after rain, Musk Lorikeets have been observed ° 
tumbling about among the foliage of a tree, obviously wetting their plumage 
from the moisture on the leaves. 

When ini flight, a red» patch under each wing of a Purple-crowned: Lorikeet: °' 
distinguishes it from other Lorikeets. Yellow colour on the rump often." 
distinguishes Little Lorikeet from other Lorikeets. 

The same hollows are often used year after year for nesting. The Campaspe River 
environs below Eppalock used to be a popular nesting area and was probably one 
of few areas in'Victoria where Musi, Purple = cr rued and Hern PSHE nested 
in close proximity. 

It appears that incubation of ene eggs is carried out by Renate, The mae birds 
are absent for most of the day to obtain feed, and return late in the afternoon 
to feed the females at the nest hollow. Starlings iiave taken over many hollows 
once used by Lorikeets and it is believed that the Lorikeet population round 

the Bendigo area is now only 30% of the population of about 30 years ago. 


15. 
MUSK LORIKEET - GLOSSOPSITTA CONCINNA continued 


The birds often feed at considerable distances from the breeding, and roosting 
sites, and often travel to and fro-in-floecks of..numerous.family parties. Such 
flocks are frequently seen travelling one way in the early morning and in the 
opposite direction in the evening.. y's 

Some observations have been made of apparent intoxication of Lorikeets after 
feeding on fermented nectar after rain, even to the extent of falling out of 
trees onto the ground. Observation has also been made of Lorikeets feeding on 
leaf tunneler grubs which’ live under. the-surface tissue of EFucalypt leaves. 

It was also believed that the insects were fed'to young in the nests, instead 
-ofhectar, and:this habit seems«to.be' common practice.with other .Lorikeets.. . 


~compiléd by Bill Flentje.* 


PEE Wed ey EL Pee 


< s heae ceeamnae Pi 


sete 


when the work of four different; members, was highlighted, .—:. ‘, 


Barbara Salter sent a report of her ‘summer bird-watching and observations in 
the Inglewood area, a report that was apprecieted as much for her sensitive 
observations of the interplay between weather and flora as for the effect it 
had on the bird-life itself, es 


Joost Brouer, gave a comprehensive report of the Duck Count under-taken jointly 
between the, R.A.0.U., the Field and Game Association and the:Department of - 
Forests and Lands, while Don Franklin gave details of the Wader Bird Count © 
undertaken recently, the places visited and the situation at’each, «°° wa” 
The fourth member for the evening was Dr.Tom Burton whe came to. Bendigo from” 
Adelaide somé twelve months ago, and spoke tothe Group on birds of the Mount - 
Lofty Ranges, Using charts, maps and bird-banding records, Tom compared and 
contrasted the birds of each area, as he had found them, 


. Although he pointed to a marked similarity between the Bird Lists of both. 
places, (and he was recording birds in two different ‘habitats of ‘Bendigo), —_ 
he showed marked differences between numbers of particular species, and the 
type and general size of birds most frequently encountered in each place. 
Reasons for these were.proposed, and members appreciated the valuable~in=depth 
bird-study. 


sat EP a, nn by ELD hal rie eal da ma 
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_ . AN EVENING WITH THE BOTANISTS 
ia ee ey by Tom Patullo 


There were erent members; present at our TSE on 25th February 1988 


A very interesting neem was. made by Jack Kellam and Graham Hill, of the 
discovery. in the Whipstick of .a Double Crowea-.exalata. I wonder will it. 
become as famous as our Double Eriostemon? 


A most important announcement ‘by Graham Hill, and a step in the right direction, 
for the preservation of roadside vegetation, is the request from Graham's 
department for.information on worth-while stands of native flora along the 
Highway fringes in our area. Graham explained that so far, it is Highways 

only and expressed the hope that Shire Councils would follow suite along main 
roads and lanes under their control. Graham is asking for information on areas 
along highways that members may inow of, and consider worthy of preservation. 


On the Specimen Table was an unusual specimen, which, at first glance, had 
lowers which resembled Correa bells, tubular red flowers with yellow skirts, 
while the leaves resembled the Eremophilas, On close examination of the flower, 

the stamens were seen to fuse with the flower tube for three quarters of its 
length. The specimen was supplied by Len Harvey who has it growing in his garden. 
A specimen of Crowea exalata, initiated a discussion on the flowering season»: 
of this native wildflower, indigenous to ‘the Whipstick.. The flower very closely 
resembles that of our Waxflower, and they are both members of the family, = 
Rutaceae. It was: generally agreed that, although. ‘this plant often bears. odd ~ 
flowers at any time of the yeer, the main flowering period would be in ‘the 
Autumn, 


There were several specimens of Eremophila. maculata, different eaten forms, 
put all with the. spotted throat, with the exception of Eremophila debile, which 
has a very small flower, and later bearing numerous cream berries which, as *f 
they ripen, turn purple. 


On Jack's Video 


Before showing the Video, Jack‘ iereatted us to a rare decominiiten of ir Vesna 
Pines of the Wellsford Forest. ‘There béing two varieties gnowE Te in two 

seperate groups, each group having: up to fifty trees. 

The two varieties are:- 

Callitris columellaris (C. lavee): ‘or “White ‘Gypress—pine ~- Murray Pine, indigenous 
AE” Fase RC MEN LT Ae ol . to all states except Tasmania. 


Callitris preissii (c. robusta) “or Slender Cypress-pine or Rottnest Talend Pine, 
“ dndigenous to W.A., S.A., Vic., N.SiW.- 


Also on the Video were pictures of the Elbow Orchid, Arthrochilus huntianus L 


the Hyacinth Orchid, Dipodium punctatum, unusual seeds of Blackwood - Acacia 
melanoxylon, Pennyroyal - Mentha p egium, Lythrum hyssopifolia, Heliotropium 


europacum, and the Small Monkey Flower found in the Whipstick - Mimulus 
prostratus. 


17. 
BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 


Bird Observers Group meeting of 4/3/88. 


Highlights 


Blue=billed Duck, 6, Bendigo Sewage Farm, 7/2/88. . 

Blue-billed Duck, 1,, Barkers Creek.Reservoir, 7/2/88. 

Chestnut Teal, 2 adults with 3+ young, Kennington Reservoir, ‘11-12/87. 
Chestnut Teal, 6 LENE, lake eee, Hao 


Other. waterbirds. Fh 


Brolge, 2 adults‘and 1. Pm taTes “Cope ones: PS. 

Brolga, 8, near Corop, 6/2/88. 

Yellow-billed Spoonbill, 1, Kennington Reservoir, 1/3/88. 
Eastern Swamphen with young, north of Raywood, 15/2/88. 

Grey Teal,‘2 adults with 5 small: young, Lake By 14/2/88. 


Migrants rely | : : joy) ith ah 


Spine -tailed Swift, 6, Kangaroo Flat, 10/1/88. 

Fork-tailed and Spine-tailed Swifts, Kangaroo Flat, 16/1/88. 

Fork-tailed and Spine-tailed Swifts, Rochester, 6/2/88. 

Rainbowbirds still PRESS) Soe Cc 12 1/3/88 and near ne eed) 6/3/88. 


Lists submitted 
Strathficldsaye/Mandurang., area, 2-9/2/88.. 


Notes 


Rarest. of Victoria! 3. Fesident ‘ducks; the. Blue-billed is a denizen of deep 
permanent swamps, It is most closely. related to the Musk Dueck, of which it is 
a miniature version. There were only 5 local records of this species of the 
B.0O.G, file prior to the March meeting. The 6 seen:at the Bendigo Sewage: Farm: 
-and the one seen at Barkers Creek Reservoir were located in the course of 
waterbird counts, the results of which it is hoped to put into Whirrakee soon. 


Chestnut Teal were also located in the course of these ‘counts, but more 
significantly, two breeding records (not from these counts) came to hand, from 
Kennington Reservoir and Lake Eppalock, Previous breeding records for the 
district have been from Strathfieldsaye (3 times) and Barkers Creek Reservoir only. 


Brolgas are fairly, frequently reported from outlying parts of the Bendigo ~ 
district, but generally in small numbers. It was suggested at the meeting that 
they form flocks at this time of the year, a point reinforced by the report ‘Of 

a flock of eight near Corop, “Among our old Pewee isa flock mc 22at: Kamarooka 
“Storage: Pond: in ‘May 1976, i i; ; 


Further sightings of ‘Grey-crowned Babblers continue to create*interest. The _ 
discovery of a party of 3 or 4 in the Sunday Morning Hills at Brennannah, near 
Inglewood, is.only the second locality; around Inglewood. where, flocks have been 
located by..resident observers. This particular flock was in company with White~ 
browed Babblers, which is unusual and does not bode well for the future of that 
flock. Seemingly everywhere in Victoria this species is diminishing, diminished, 
or already gone, At Lake Eppalock, which is, relatively speaking, a stronghold 
of the species, the report of a flock prompted the statement that 4 flocks are 
still believed to live in that general area, 


Rainbow Bee-eaters were still flying about. ‘the district in earls, March. “heir. 
"going-away',.call was deseribed at the meeting, and was reported from a flock, 
heard on. about 1/3/88. However, records from previous years suggest that some 
Bee-eaters may. be seen until the last week of March, ee, 


18, 
EXCURSION NOTICES 


April Excursion 
Sunday April 17th. Glaciation at Derrinal., Leaders: Laurie Leeson & Jack Kellam. 
Meet at 10,00 a.m, a SENN GEES puing uunchond other a ~ 


Generel program: 
* Visit Kellam's Rock by the onere of Lake Eppalock, and Dunn's Rock a bit 
further on up the hill, We may excavate a little of Dunn's Rock to reveal 
glacial scratch marks, Glacial tillite can also be seell in the location of. 
these rwo rocks, 


* Visit the Stranger erratic on the hillside: above Lake! Eppalock. 
* Visit other glacial pavemerits on the properties of Campbell and Hill, 
* Lunch may be at Moorabee overlooking the lake. 


May Excursion a4 ; : 
Sunday May 15th. Wanderings on Mt. Alexander, Leadér: Graham Hill. 


Meet at 10.00 a.m, in Havlin Street. Bring good walking shoes, warm: elotheby~ 
waterproofs, lunch and other refreshments, small backpack.. 


Generel program: 

* Explore the gully on the east side of Mt,Alexander (Whisky Gully), with a 
view to looking for ‘early fungi, the Scaley Thrush’ (which’ has been recorded 
in’ ‘the area) and whatever else catches the eye. 


X.. fcplene one other gully or feature of interest, 
* Lunch will be in the bush away from the cars (hence the need for a. back-pack). 
% Distances covered will be ‘short only (2-3 km). 


~ LONG CAMPOUT ADVANCE NOTICE’ |: 
We have been invited to join’ members of the Mid-Murray Field Naturalists on a 
week long camp in the Big WSO 


- Date: . Saturday 24th September. to Saturday ist Aetober.. 
This is the second week of the Term 3 (September-October ) School Holidays. 


Location: Southern end of the. Big MOB REND: near jake Hindmarsh. 
aie Exact. spot to be. determined. 


If you want an interesting week in: taaeieeeine Sent e with arent people, 
please set this week aside. Full’ See caer ae later: in:the year. 
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NATURE PHOTOGRAPHERS - HELP PLEASE ° Dect rahae she 


Every month’ we are in need’ of ‘a picture for ‘our cover. If possible, a photo of 
topical news value, accomipanied by a short descriptive caption, or preferably, 
a full ‘atticle.'Slides, Colour Prints, or Black’and White prints accepted, 
Dead line for this material is the General Meeting preceeding publication... 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.0.Box 396, Bendigo 3550. 


OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1987-88 


PRESIDENT — “Rob Moors Mandurang South Rd.,R.S.D.Sedgwick 39 6254 


SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Win Demeo , Kamarooka, R.S.D,Raywood 36 9226 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Bruce Wallace 20 Pearce St., Eaglehawk 46 7325 
SECRETARY: Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Rd., Epsom 48 4396 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd., R.S.D.Sedgwick 39 6254 
THE SUE Helene Boon Kamarookea, R.S.D.,Raywood ~~36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood 36 9226 
EXCURSION/SYLLABUS John Lindner Burns St., Axedale 39 7308 
ORGAN ISEE 
LIBRARTAN Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Rd., Epsom 48 4396 
WHIRRAKEE CO-ORDINATOR Graham Hill 31 Curnow St., Golden Square. 42 4016 


_ Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to'all those interested 
' in natural history, The membership subscription rates are: Single $13.00, 
Family $17.00, Pensioner and Children $8.00, Whirrakee. subscription only $13.00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the Conference 
Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom.’Meetings start at 
7.30 p.m, and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special Services 
Gomiplex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified, 

Full day excursions normally commence at'10,00 a.m. (usually on a Sunday). 

Half day excursions normally commence at 2.00 p.m. and may be either a Saturday 
ov Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the weekend following 
the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times in a year, usually 
co-inciding with long weekends or ee Does 


The B.F.N.C. has five sub-groups:- 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Agriculture De partment, Epsom, at 7. 30 p.m. 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Thursday of the month at 7,30 p.m. 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly Diary. 
Convenor: Graham Hill (42 4016). 


mee CONSERVATION GROUP meets on an "as required" basiee As far as practicable, 
m-etings details will be advertised in the "Whirrakee" Diary. © -~ 
Convenor: Rod Fyffé, 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo (43 7673). 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thuttsday of the month, at 7.30 p.m, 
im member's homes as announced in the monthly Diary 

President: Ian Fenselau, Buckland Street, White Hills 48 4384 

Secretary:i Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 


The JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP meets on the first Sunday in:the month, 
from 2.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m., abt.the. Education Department. Special Services 
Complex, Havlin St. East, Bendigo. Group.activities are open to the 8-18 years © 
age group, together with their younger brothers and sisters, if accompanied 
by parents, (Parents will be needed for help with transportation on excursions. ) 
Organisers: Jane Cleary, Goynes Rd., White Hills. (48 4396) 

Ian Fenselau, Buckland St., White HIlls (48 4384) 
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~ DIARY - BEM TEC erature 

MEETINGS one a. 
Wed Apr .13 Subject: Daisies 

Speaker: Judy Barker: (See. page 13 March Whirrakee for details. ) 
EXCURSIONS 
Sun.Apr.17 Glacial pavements at Derrinal. 

See Page 18 for details.” 
Sun.May 15 Wanderings on Mt. Alexander. 
i a ‘See Page 18 for details. 
Weekend: Nature Photography Group sponsored weekend at Adekate Camp,Creswick, 


June 4-5 . They study and photography of fungi will be the main theme. 
skeet Bendigo F.N.C. members are welcome to participate, either for a 
single day or overnight. Rob Watkins will ‘provide further details 
in due ‘gourse. 


Sat .Sept .24- LONG: CAMPOUT: ADVANCE NOTICE ie) 

Sat .Oct.1 We have been invited to join members of the Mid-Murray F.N.C., 
on 4 week long camp in the Big Desert. 
See. tees ‘18 for details. 


BIRD OBSERVERS | “cpotie 


Fri.May 6th anne Agi ats Lc -Subject: Birds of India . 
Bird of the Night: Mudlark, 


BOTANY GROUP 

Thurs.Apr.28 7.30 p.m. at J.Kellam'’s home, 7 Patrick St., Bendigo. 

MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP. . ee ae ak | 

Thurs.Apr,.21 7. 30 p.m, at Graham’ ‘Hill's home, 31 Curnow St.,Golden SQuare. 
JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP 


Sun, May 1 ‘Natural History Sketching. Graham Hill will extend and develop 
the ability ofthe children to sketch and observe objects of 
nabunal history, 


COMMITTEE MEETING’ 
Wed Apr .20 8. oo) Bou at D.McDonald's,- Lot 21 Gaye eo Rod, strethfleldeaye. 


SPECIAL MEETING OF WV, v. F. N. C. ASSOCIATION AT MARYBOROUGH 


Thurs Apr. 24° at: Maryborough Club Rooms, ? 
- To discuss ammendments to the aeties Act, and to draft « a: policy 
eas a possible submission. 
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